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Mary Thomas : Mary Thomas's knitting book  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Mary Thomas's knitting book: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Concise, complete, and very easy to followBy Jennifer ForbesI'm an 
intermediate knitter who does everything wrong. I was taught to knit by a left-handed knitter so I hold the yarn all 
wrong. I missed all the foundational stuff because I was nine and just wanted to MAKE SOMETHING. I knit top-
down and side-to-side sweaters but couldn't follow a cable pattern to save my life. But my sister wants to learn to knit 
and I'd like her to actually learn the right way and a friend whose knitting expertise wows me recommended this 
book.So I bought two, one for me and one for my sis. And I am so glad I did, as I'm re-teaching myself to knit 
correctly by working through this book. It's fun to actually find out why things are done certain ways and explore the 
possibilities that open up once that understanding is there. THANK YOU, Mary Thomas!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. ... SPIRAL BOOK MADE OF IT AND IT IS MUCH BETTER TO ACCESS AS THE 
PAGES LAY FLATBy foxy1I had a SPIRAL BOOK MADE OF IT AND IT IS MUCH BETTER TO ACCESS AS 
THE PAGES LAY FLAT.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A very good refernce knitting guideBy 
CustomerExcellent reference guide for learning various stitches, and the nice diagrams help even more.

There is a knitting book as dependable as your own private instructor, as complete, as explicit, and equally as helpful . 
. . Mary Thomas's Knitting Book. It's a veritable encyclopedia of knitting, clearly and definitively explaining and 
illustrating every method, operation and stitch, and a good number of the patterns you are ever likely to need or 
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use.After an engaging history of the craft and its implements, Miss Thomas carefully lays the foundation of knitting in 
the opening chapters how to hold needles, wind yarn, gauge stitches, control tension, etc. and builds gradually upon it 
in the following sections. These explain in lucid progression every operation in common knitting, from basic knit 
stitch and purl, casting on and casting off, shaping by decreases and increases to turning, triangular shapes and mitres, 
and knitting on the diagonal or bias.For the reader who has mastered these fundamental procedures, Miss Thomas 
devotes the remainder of the book to fancy knitting stitches and techniques, including color knitting by stranding and 
weaving; pattern weaving; knitting woven, by frame with its complement of stitches (plain, raised, rib, etc.), looped, 
beaded, embroidered by chart, using cross stitch, honeycomb, etc.; and making patterns for garments and working out 
their details (armholes, belts, buttonholes, collars, hems, necklines, pockets et al). To put what the reader learns into 
practice, she offers instructions and patterns for making various Shetland shawls, gloves, and socks.More than 250 
technique diagrams clearly illustrate every operation and pattern as to position of hands, yarn, and needle, so the 
knitter will have no trouble in following along. For all knitters, whether beginner or adept, a chapter of helpful knitting 
hints on blocking, picking up dropped stitches, lengthening, knitting up, mending, taking-back (correcting), etc. 
completes these invaluable and personalized lessons.Unabridged republication of original (1938) edition.

From the Back CoverThere is a knitting book as dependable as your own private instructor, as complete, as explicit, 
and equally as helpful . . . "Mary Thomas's Knitting Book." It's a veritable encyclopedia of knitting, clearly and 
definitively explaining and illustrating every method, operation and stitch, and a good number of the patterns you are 
ever likely to need or use.After an engaging history of the craft and its implements, Miss Thomas carefully lays the 
foundation of knitting in the opening chaptershow to hold needles, wind yarn, gauge stitches, control tension, etc.and 
builds gradually upon it in the following sections. These explain in lucid progression every operation in common 
knitting, from basic knit stitch and purl, casting on and casting off, shaping by decreases and increases to turning, 
triangular shapes and mitres, and knitting on the diagonal or bias.For the reader who has mastered these fundamental 
procedures, Miss Thomas devotes the remainder of the book to fancy knitting stitches and techniques, including color 
knitting by stranding and weaving; pattern weaving; knitting woven, by frame with its complement of stitches (plain, 
raised, rib, etc.), looped, beaded, embroidered by chart, using cross stitch, honeycomb, etc.; and making patterns for 
garments and working out their details (armholes, belts, buttonholes, collars, hems, necklines, pockets et al). To put 
what the reader learns into practice, she offers instructions and patterns for making various Shetland shawls, gloves, 
and socks.More than 250 technique diagrams clearly illustrate every operation and pattern as to position of hands, 
yarn, and needle, so the knitter will have no trouble in following along. For all knitters, whether beginner or adept, a 
chapter of helpful knitting hints on blocking, picking up dropped stitches, lengthening, knitting up, mending, taking-
back (correcting), etc. completes these invaluable and personalized lessons.Unabridged republication of original 
(1938) edition. 


