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Richard T. Kreh : Masonry Skills  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Masonry Skills: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Masonry Skills 1976 version BEST BUY By Bill KearneyThis is the 
1976 version first in a Series of 7. The Author has written several other books articles on masonry construction 
especially Brick Block Construction. Richard T. Kreh, is a Retired Teacher of BRICK LAYING IN A VOCATIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL. He was a frequent contributor to several B.I.A. Brick Industry Association Articles Publications. 
Masonry Magazine Articles etc.. This Book was used to teach Masonry Students Brick Block Laying Skills.The only 
difference in the newer books he wrote are more up to date safety building code information. Which can be 
downloaded for free from B.I.A. O.S.H.A. Sites ! So save $160 + Dollars purchase this book.It is considered the 
BIBLE OF BRICK BLOCK LAYING.This book has tons of useful information for Brick Layers, Students of 
Masonry, Brick Block Apprentices, Engineer's, Builders, Serious Home Owners who want more than a Simple How to 
lay brick or block book.The book doesn't contain any plans for Brick Fire Pits, Out Door Fire Places, Brick Mailboxes, 
Garden Sheds etc... However if you want more information on Mortar Types, How Bricks Blocks are made, Tips on 
tools, brick block work, structural tolerances... This is the Book. See my reviews for more information on other books. 
Shipping of Book was Fast.. 3 Days :-) My only complaint is that it came in a plain manila envelope. No cardboard 
over book or plastic bubble wrap or liner. Which resulted in a slight tear in book paper cover.This was due to envelope 
tearing during shipping. Not a big deal since the cover was over a Hardback book. However I.M.O. experience with 
other Shipping this could have been avoided if either a cardboard shipping unit was used or cut cardboard was placed 
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around book or plastic bubble wrap liner in envelope. Since I paid under $2 for the book aprox $4 for shipping! I feel 
they could have taken Better Care Of How They Packaged The Book For Shipping.... Weather ETC... With Paper 
Envelopes!But the Book Arrived Fast.. I actually placed several orders on .com the same day 4 for Books 2 different 
sellers this was the only book with this seller. The other 3 are from a different seller.If this review was helpful than 
please check the box yes this review was helpful. Thanks :-)I purchased several books on masonry construction. This 
is due to the fact my wife I are in the process of building a new custom home of which I will be the Builder, { G.C. } 
as well as doing alot of the actual construction. This I.M.O. ensures Quality, savings of $$$ ! We will be building an 
all brick 3 story 8 elevated costal custom home on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. Utilizing Block for the exterior 
walls with brick veneer. The underneath will be storage, parking.I like to know as much as possible about each every 
part of any project I under take. I have built one other home remodeled 3 or us in the past. This is the first all Brick 
Block home. It will be the largest one 5,000 + square feet.Good Luck with your projects ! Thanks for reading my 
review I sincerely hope that it has helped you.Take Care, Bill Kearney. :-)2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Conventional textbook to supplement DIY'erBy Paul SchneiderDIY books usually skip fundamentals, as they 
are often intended simply to persuade DIY'ers to hire contractors instead of actually educating them about a skill set. 
In contrast, this book is a conventional textbook, what you would likely find in your local vo-tech school, all the basics 
and history of the tradecraft. You won't find this book at Home Depot or local bookstore. Reading this book will not 
make you a mason, but it should help you be a less-bad DIY'er. It should also help you better appreciate the range of 
factors that affect masonry job estimates, and make you a better masonry customer when DIY is not a reasonable 
option. I did a tiny 20-block drainage pit rebuild after reviewing this book, and it definitely improved the quality of my 
work. Very cheap on the reused market, this book would have been a bargain at twice the price.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. This is a very good book, that shows and explains many advanced skillsBy Jim DuranThis is 
a very good book, that shows and explains many advanced skills. I am very happy adding this to my library.

Thisnewly amended edition integrates both introductory masonry skills with advanced masonry knowledge to create a 
comprehensive text. New material is included on trade related mathematical skills. Also discussed are new 
developments in masonry for fireplace, arch and concrete construction This book should be of interest to students 
taking introductory masonry and brick laying courses.

Development and Manufacture of Brick and Concrete Block Masonry. Tools and Equipment. Mortar. Essentials of 
Bonding. Laying Brick and Concrete Block. Masonry Practices and Details of Construction. Scaffolding and Cleaning 
Masonry Work. Fireplaces and Chimneys. Arches. Concrete. Understanding and Reading Construction Drawings. 
Masonry as a Career and Masonry Projects.About the AuthorMember National Assoc. of Home Workshop Writers 


