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Linn H. Westcott : Model Railroading With John Allen: The Story of the Fabulous HO Scale Gorre Daphetid 
Railroad  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Model 
Railroading With John Allen: The Story of the Fabulous HO Scale Gorre Daphetid Railroad: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. I HAVE MY COPY.By DanThis is THE model railroading book of 
all model railroading books.It was the first book on model railroading that I read. I signed it out of the library. They 
had 3 or 4 copies back then and when I got the urge to flip through it again when I started buying stuff to build layouts 
with all the libraries copies were gone. Disapeared into thin air. So I went in search for my own copy and I found this 
book is not cheap. I tracked it on . Checked all the stores here in town. Tracked it on ebay. I finally settled for a copy 
here on . You have to be willing to pay the price to get it. It is well worth it.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. The ultimate book on a classic model railroad!By Yankee MikeA great book telling the story of John Allen's 
famous Gorre Daphetid model railroad. This book spans the model railroad from its earliest days as a 3' 7" by 6' 8" 
layout through the construction of the final masterpiece in the basement of his Monterrey California home. This book 
features hundreds of photos of the various iterations of the G D and drawings of the first and final versions of the 
layout. The book reveals Allen's secrets for making the layout appear even larger through the strategic use of mirrors. 
This book is a real asset for any serious model railroader interested in learning Allen's secrets or just getting 
inspiration from the myriad of photos. But the casual fan will also appreciate the book as well.0 of 0 people found the 
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following review helpful. Great Book about a Classic Model RailroadBy DanThe Gorre Daphided has long been 
considered one of the best model railroads ever built. I was lucky to find this book in this condition as it gives the 
whole story of this fine layout. Unfortunately, shortly after John's death, his house burned down and the railroad was 
lost forever save for the pictures taken of it accounts written about it. This book is the best of the best.

John Whitby Allen (July 2, 1913 - January 6, 1973) was an American model railroader who created the famous HO 
scale Gorre Daphetid model railroad in Monterey, California and authored numerous magazine articles on model 
railroading starting in the 1940s. Allen was renowned for his skill at scratch building and creating scenery. He also 
pioneered the technique of weathering his models for a more realistic appearance. In addition to his super-detailing of 
locomotives, rolling stock, structures, and scenery, Allen was known for populating his model world with scale figures 
of various kinds that helped him present humorous scenes to visitors to his layout and viewers of his photographs. 
Other techniques Allen promoted were realistic train operation and the use of forced perspective to create the illusion 
of a model railroad layout larger than it really was.Unfortunately, his layout was largely destroyed by fire shortly after 
his untimely death. This book brings his amazing creation back to life not only in the photographs but also through 
Lynn Westcott's informative and intelligent text. 114 pages.

From Library JournalThis first hardbound edition of the best book ever published on America's most influential model 
railroad includes many photographs of John Allen's romantic Western scenery and trains.Copyright 1997 Reed 
Business Information, Inc. 


